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Spring is finally here, and with it, the irresistible feeling of fresh beginnings and new growth: quiet,
steady, and unstoppable. The season is a good reminder that readers grow, too, quietly and
steadily, one story at a time. We blossom with each new book we embrace, each emotional
journey we trek, and each unique perspective we consider. The authors in this issue of TBR offer
stories of quiet growth, steady reinvention, and unstoppable resilience that remind us to embrace
hope and step courageously into our new chapters.

BOOK TALK WITH...

...Radha Lin Chaddah

Your top three women’s fiction authors: This is a hard
question, but here are a few of my favorites: Willa Cather, Jane
Austen, and Maya Angelou.

What sparked the idea for your latest novel: In 2008, my
husband and I, along with our two young daughters, moved to
East Asia. We had the great privilege to live, work, and study in
Taipei, Shanghai, and Beijing for almost a decade and
immersed ourselves in the language, culture, and generous
hospitality of our host cities. As the daughter of a Chinese
mother, | deeply appreciated this opportunity to further explore
aspects of my own heritage. Through my work in China as a
physician with an international hospital and as a public health
writer and editor, | developed deep relationships and
friendships. | also heard incredible stories of hardship,
sacrifice, and hope from patients and families who lived
through China’s Cultural Revolution. My debut novel And The
Ancestors Sing was inspired by these amazing experiences.

On your nightstand now: On my nightstand now is
Seascraper by Benjamin Wood, The Loneliness of Sonia and
Sunny by Kiran Desai, and Good Material by Dolly Alderton.

RADHA LIN CHADD A And The Ancestors Sing by Radha Lin Chaddah

In 1978, Lei is bartered into marriage and finds herself in the
unfamiliar village of her new husband. When a disaster
upends their world, Lei and her husband are forced to migrate
to Shanghai, leaving their children behind. Also in Shanghai,
sixteen-year-old LuLu is denied a factory job and turns to sex
work. A powerful client offers her a chance at security, and
LuLu must choose between lifting her family from poverty or
risking everything for a life on her own terms. And The
Ancestors Sing is a moving exploration of resilience and the
ties that bind us.

Learn more on Radha’s website.

...Reyna Marder Gentin

Have you always known you wanted to be a writer: No. |
had a very full and satisfying career as a criminal defense
attorney before turning to writing in 2015. | knew that | had an
aptitude, and | would sometimes wake up from a dream
thinking that | had written a novel, but it wasn't anything
concrete. Even after | started writing, it took me a number of
years to decide that | wanted to spend more time pursuing the
craft and even longer to tell anyone that | was a writer!

Favorite book when you were a child: As a child, | loved
Harriet the Spy and all the Judy Blume books.

On your nightstand now: On my nightstand now is Tinkers
by Paul Harding, a well-worn copy of Story Genius by Lisa
Cron (a writing craft book), and Suzette Brownstein’s memaoir
Found and Lost, which is about the author’s discovery of her
birth parents. | read mostly contemporary fiction with some
memoir sprinkled in.

Book you wish you’d written: There are many books | wish |
had written myself! But one recent one is Ask Again, Yes by
Mary Beth Keane. The characters felt very real to me. The
way the author moved them through time and created their
simple yet terribly complicated love was so deft and moving.

A fictional character you’d love to meet: | recently read Life
and Death and Giants by Ron Rindo. The chapters alternate
among a group of people with a connection to the protagonist,
Gabriel Fisher, an Amish boy who grows to be inordinately
huge. The most interesting part of the novel is that there is
never a chapter from Gabriel's perspective: We get it all from
his mother, a coach, and a family friend. | would love to meet
Gabiriel, to hear his perspective on the amazing life he led.

Jessica Harmon Has Stepped Away by Reyna
Marder Gentin

REYNA MARDER GENTIN

aspiring writer, her larger-thar

At 30, Jessica Harmon'’s love life is a wreck, her confidence is
shot, and she’s adrift in New York City, editing other people’s
novels while too paralyzed to write her own. She blames her
mother, Cynthia Harmon, a legendary writer who asks Jessica
HAS to assist her on a book tour. As Jessica gives their relationship
' STEPPED one last chance, a crisis upends Cynthia’s triumphant tour and

AW cracks start to show in the story Jessica has always been told
v —about her mother, her family, and herself.
Learn more on Reyna’s website.

...A. Morini

Something you hope readers will take away from your
writing: Every time | write, it is because | want to express an
emotion, one scene at a time. | hope that my readers can feel
that emotion in the story and, by walking alongside my main
character, feel more like themselves. Hanna is like many of us
who never learned we could take up space and be the hero of
our own story. Instead, we stick to the sidelines of our lives,
bound by family duties, work, or mental load, often to the point
that we don’t notice that the person we once were—the louder,
livelier, funnier version of us—has almost disappeared. But
something feels hollow in all the low-maintenance, over-
functioning, and molding ourselves to life’s demands. | hope to
inspire my readers to stop and remember who they truly are at
their core.

Have you always known you wanted to be a writer: My first
novel was written entirely for myself. | never even thought of
publishing a book. Instead, | wrote from a place of finally
reconnecting with my own creativity and longing to find my
own voice. What started as a short story kept writing itself until
| realized | might be looking at a book. It took a lot of courage
to publish, which to me is as much of a success as having
written it in the first place.

Favorite character in a novel: | really like the characters that
came to me through my book, some of them showing up
completely unannounced. One of my favorites is Ron, Hanna's
agent, friend, and mentor. He is beautifully eccentric,
unsentimental, a lover of life and dressing for the occasion. |
have missed him since the novel was finished, and | am happy
every time he visits me now that | am writing my second book.

Do You See Me Now? by A. Morini

Approaching 40, Hanna takes her sister on a Hero’s Journey
retreat, hoping to spend quality time. But as the weekend

S EE M E unfolds and Hanna confronts childhood ghosts and societal
expectations, she awakens to the desire to reconnect with her
\ g E 515 f own authentic voice, shifting the question from “How can |
INUVYY S o : o
Vo make you see me?” to “How can | finally see myself~

a novel

Learn more on A. Morini’s website.

% 1. Morini

...Kay Smith-Blum

Something you hope readers will take away from your
writing: Whether it’'s a short piece of flash fiction or a longer
manuscript that becomes a novel, | want readers to learn little-
known historical facts about the mid-20th century. So much of
that recent history hasn’t made it into school texts, and
knowledge of what's gone before can help create solutions to
so many of today’s problems. A perfect example is the folks
who have reached out to me to say they've donated to or
signed up to volunteer with Hanford cleanup communities after
reading Tangles.

How do you balance reading and writing: | am up with the
sun writing, pretty much every day. It centers me. | save
marketing my debut novel and writing-community tasks for
midday. Most importantly, | set aside time at the end of the
afternoon, after prepping dinner (if it's my turn), to read for an
hour or two. I'm fortunate to have a husband who is happy to
have that time to catch up on the sports universe. Right now
I’'m obsessed with The Blue Iris by Rachel Stone. Great read!

Your top three women'’s fiction authors: Jodi Picoult, JoJo
Moyes, and a toss up between UK gals, Tana French and
Sarah Waters.

Book you love to cheerlead: Tana French’'s Witch EIm—a
deep dive into a multi-layered, character-driven mystery that
will rock your world, but you have to read EVERY word...the
language is beautiful.

What sparked the idea for your latest novel: An odd,
recurring dream about a mass of red hair floating on the water,
but it wasn’t wet. Dive into Tangles to find out more.

Tangles by Kay Smith-Blum

“Based on real events, Tangles is at once labyrinthine and
simply and deeply human. At its heart are generations of
secrets and horrific sacrifices played out in the twisted
shadows of personal, corporate, and government corruption
during the advent of the Atomic Age and Cold War. In stunning
and engrossing multiple narratives, Smith-Blum reminds us
about the devastating and lasting costs of love, loyalty and
freedom and, above all, the enduring solace of nature and
family.” —James Anderson, author of The Never-Open Desert
Diner and Lullaby Road

Learn more on Kay’s website.

...Maya Sinha

Something you hope readers will take away from your
writing: | hope bookish women will find The City Mother's
narrator relatable as she goes about the daily work of
mothering small children. Even as we engage in mundane
tasks (cleaning up messes, folding laundry), our minds range
over all we've taken in over the years, from snatches of poetry
to films to philosophical questions. It all relates in some way to
parenting—or simply living as a human in the world. For many
women, the contemplative life and active life are braided like a
rope, each lending the other strength, and | hope my novel
reflects that.

How do you balance reading and writing: | read widely and
indiscriminately—from tabloid news to detective stories to self-
help books to literary fiction—because | like a lot of mental
stimulation. I've gone down many internet rabbit holes, and my
Kindle library is full of books on random topics (including fad
diets | didn't follow for even one day). | like the feeling of
churning through ideas like a shark moving through water,
consuming anything in its path. As a writer, I'm constantly
scanning for information that could be used in a fictional
context. | enjoy novels where the reader learns something
new, often from a main character slightly obsessed with the
topic. Fascinating characters, like people, have idiosyncratic
passions. When writing, | like to put myself in the shoes of a
character who loves X, thinks Y, and is preoccupied with Z.
Whatever problems she may have, she’s interesting in her
own right.

Favorite line from your book: “In theory, | wanted my
children to form their own opinions ... But that was before |
found myself debating the respective merits of a Handel motet
and ‘Polly Wolly Doodle’ as sung by a bunch of clowns, with
someone wearing nothing but a diaper and stroking the couch
with a broken hairbrush.”

The City Mother by Maya Sinha

Crime reporter Cara Nielson sees disturbing things that
suggest evil is real. After she marries and has a baby, she
fears she is losing her mind. Something is wrong in the lost,
lonely world. Cara has visions that hint at mysteries she can’t
explain, and evil seems not only real, but creeping ever closer.
She must confront big questions about reality and illusion,
health and illness, good and evil—and just how far she will go
to protect those she loves.

Learn more on Maya’'s website.

NEW & NOTEWORTHY

A sunny nook, a warm breeze through an open window, and a novel that sweeps you away:
that’s the feeling we’re chasing in this spring issue. We've gathered 12 new titles for those
peaceful moments where nothing feels better than relaxing with a book.

A Trip Towards the Sunset by Tatiana Goded

Cora is finally at peace. After years of feeling torn between her
birthplace, Spain, and her home in Golden Bay, New Zealand,
she has found the courage to follow her dreams. But then life
issues a final blow, threatening to steal her happiness away.
Set against the stunning backdrops of New Zealand, Scotland,
Spain, and Germany, A Trip Towards the Sunset is a story of
grief, love, the search for self-fulfilment, and the unbreakable
bonds of friendship and sisterhood.

Visit Tatiana’'s website to find out more!

The Last Gypsy Queen by Linda Paul

In 1942, as America goes to war, a young Romani Gypsy, with
dreams of becoming a doctor, is forced to read tarot cards at a
summer amusement park. A forbidden romance with the son
of a railroad tycoon blossoms, and the park manager’s wife
tries to help her learn to read while she combats oppression
and prejudice. By summer’s end, she questions her ancient
heritage and must choose between her family’s traditions or a
prohibited career path.

Visit Linda’s website to find out more!

Vivian’s Decision by Della Leavitt

VIVIAN'S
D Vivian’s Decision is a multi-generational Jewish family saga
EC' S I O N taking place in Chicago and suburban Wilmette. In 1956,
Vivian Jacobson, an overwhelmed mother of four, is distraught
to be pregnant again. While Vivian struggles whether or not to
pursue her obstetrician’s referral to an illegal abortionist,
Vivian's immigrant mother reveals shocking secrets from her
own childbearing years. Amid pressures to conform to the
1950s ideal of a dutiful wife and mother, Vivian’s yearning for a
life outside the home is put to the test.

A NOVEL

@

DELLA LEAVITI

Visit Della’s website to find out more!

MARCY LANE, Her Final Toast by Marcy Lane

H E H ' ‘ One dead critic. One innocent man. And 28 hours to uncork
the truth. When caustic wine reviewer Trixie Thorne drops
F I N ' dead at Erie Bluff’'s wine festival, police pin the blame on
% - George Fenn, a gentle, socially awkward mushroom expert
Q. ' with a grudge. As the police rush to close the file, Piper
u Merriwether joins her aunt and a young constable to dig up
past gossip, vineyard rivalries, and small-town politics to save
George. Between vintage grudges and truths better left

corked, Piper and her team of unusual sleuths discover that
justice and friendship can take root in the unlikeliest soil.

An Eh! Team Mystery

Visit Marcy’'s website to find out more!

North of Broken & Furever Home by Holly B.
Gutwillinger

Renley Nelson’s life is unravelling. She’s caught in midlife
melancholy, her sons are drifting away, and her mother’s mind
is slipping beyond reach. When Renley joins a dog rescue
mission, she meets Sully, the youngest in a pack of
abandoned dogs in Ontario’s woods. Told from alternating
perspectives of Renley and Sully, North of Broken & Furever
Home is a story of mutual acceptance, where woman and dog
must learn that healing demands the bravery to stay—when
everything inside you wants to run.

®

"HOLLY B.?GQTWILLH‘JGER

Visit Holly’s website to find out more!

Chapel Bay Secrets by Julie Snider

Librarian Brenda Kato feels safe in Chapel Bay, CA, until a
book-banning threat arrives at work. Soon after, two local
retirees, each with their own secrets, insert themselves into
Brenda's life, and when she receives a blackmail threat from a
nefarious local author, the three find common ground.
Meanwhile, Brenda is becoming increasingly distracted by the
beautiful blonde woman who seems to appear every time she
goes for a run. Can love and the power of community
overcome the bigotry, book bans, and loneliness Brenda
confronts as she seeks to solve the mysteries that engulf her?

Visit Julie’s website to find out more!

Candlewood by Evelyn Ann Casey
A CANDLEWOOD

2 novel

1977. St. Croix River Valley, Minnesota. When Meg joins her
Catholic alma mater’s parish staff, she soon finds herself
fending off the menacing priest from prayer group. A different
kind of challenge looms when salt-of-the-earth Father Andy is
assigned to the parish. Their friendship heats up. Meg knows
the rules and is loath to add another sin to her family’s litany of
taboos. Meanwhile, the priest from prayer group goes
unchecked. Meg must confront the boys’ club that her church
has become, find a God she can trust, and reckon with her
deepest desires.

Visit Evelyn’s website to find out more!

The Days Between by Jennifer Marra

In The Days Between, Jennifer Marra explores what happens
in the space between who we were and who we are trying to
become. At age 19, Samantha Ryan has a coveted job at Bell
Labs but struggles with loneliness and social anxiety.
Desperate for escape, Sam turns to old comforts: college
friends and Grateful Dead concerts. But every high has a
crash. Can she figure out how she wants to live her life before
she self-destructs?

Visit Jennifer’s website to find out more!

Whistling Women and Crowing Hens by Melora
Fern

During the tumultuous 1920s, Birdie Stauffer joins the
all-female Versatile Quintet on the Chautauqua circuit to
escape her overbearing sister. While touring, she navigates
flappers, smuggled whiskey, and deep camaraderie as her
extraordinary concert whistling brings her national fame.
Entangled in relationships with both the dapper circuit
manager and the Quintet pianist, Birdie faces
misunderstandings, traumatic setbacks, and clashing loyalties
among the Versatile Quintet. As she learns to trust her
intuition, she risks losing her relationships, her sister, and
possibly herself.

Visit Melora’s website to find out more!

Haven Strong by Jessica Rakus

Josephine Grant lives a charmed life with a husband and three
perfect children in the small town where she grew up. She’s
the helper, the hostess, the one who can do it all. Then the
bus carrying her son’s basketball team crashes, taking the
lives of Jo’s husband and son. Now she has a new identity:
widow, single mother, woman who lost everything. Grief
begins to tear apart the place that’s always been her home.
Now, Jo must learn to lean on others as she learns to stand on
her own, facing wounds that may never heal and bonds that
just might.

Visit Jessica’s website to find out more!

Radio Starr by Lisa Lehmann

A starry-eyed midwestern DJ spins on-air personas that
unravel her identity and moral fabric in the male-dominated
world of 1980s radio. For fans of Daisy Jones & The Six, The
Griffin Sisters’ Greatest Hits, Firefly Lane, and WKRP in
Cincinnati, this novel is a backstage pass to the power of
tuning in to one’s own frequency.

A NOVEL

Visit Lisa’s website to find out more!

The Path Beneath Her Feet by Janis Robinson

Daly
The

Path Beneath

~H€I' Feet Steeped in rich historical detail, the emotionally charged
.A S ANovel sequel to The Unlocked Path finds Dr. Eliza Edwards
' intensifying her commitment to inspire social change. In 1936,
1 Rt as the Depression ravages careers, Eliza redefines her

i abilities, traveling to Georgia and Tennessee to reclaim her
purpose and rediscover her dreams. Returning to Boston, she
endures heartbreak with World War 1l sending her sons into
battle. Will her unyielding pursuit to save lives sustain her
amid the tumultuous landscape of 1930s and 1940s America?

JANIS ROBINSON DALY

Visit Janis’s website to find out more!

If you are a WFWA member and want to be considered for TBR, please fill out a book
submission form here.

Enjoyed this newsletter? Forward it to your friends!

Received this newsletter from a friend and want your own copy? Sign up here to receive TBR, a
quarterly newsletter from WFWA.
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